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By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authority on Meteorology. 

-- TrB HIGHE1ST WXATHER STATION 

An Associated Press dispatch announces t h a t  Russian meteorologists have 

a t  last car r ied  out the long-talked-of project  of es tabl ishing a meteorological 

s ta t ion  on tho summit of Nmnt Elbruz, i n  the Caucasus, the a l t i t u d e  of which above 

sea l eve l  i s  usual ly  given its 13,526 fee t .  

the highest  now exis t ing  i n  the w o r l d ,  though lower than the one formerly maintain& 

by Harvard University on the summit of E l  Misti, Peru, which was 19,200 f e e t  above 

Tnis a l t i t u d e  makes tho s t a t i o n  much 

sea level.  

by geographers , but scme a u t h o r i t i e s  place this mountain i n  Asia. 

E l b w  i s  the highest  mountain i n  Europe, as Europe i s  general ly  bounded 

Plans f o r  erect ing a meteorological s t a t i o n  on Elbruz were f i r s t  heard of 

i n  1908, when e f f o r t s  t o  finance tho project  were made by tho Caucasus Alpine Club, 

Apart from the expense involved, the task of erecting the s t a t i o n  presented a lmos t  

insurmountable d i f f i c u l t i e s  f rom a mountaineering standpoint,  and the men who 

f i n a l l y  accomplished i t  dsaerve the utmost credit. 

"Braving dangerous ravines," says the repor t ,  "scal ing yawning procipices,  

conquering towering g l a c i e r s  and ascending the precipitous snov-covered slopes of 

the g r e a t  cap o f  the Caucasus, they succeeded a f t e r  f i v e  days of agonizing e f f o r t s  

in  reaching tho top and erect ing a small hut. I n  i ts  erection ovcry s t roke of the 

Snow shovels and picks was accompanied by giddiness and sickness. I t  required more 

than e ight  hours f o r  nine men t o  g e t  the hut toge4hor -- a job tha t  normally should 

have taken less than an hour." 
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