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Aut2.ority on Meteorology. 

MeteoroJ.ogists have never agreed upon a s ingle  def in i t ion  gf the term 

"drOught,~l chic f l y ,  no doubt ,  because the conditions that cons t i tu te  a drought i n  

On@ P a r t  of the w0rldvb.cil.d not be regarded as Consti tuting one i n  another. I n  any 

One Country, however, i t  is convenient, f a r  Statistical purposes, t o  assign a 

f o ~  meaniw t o  the tern,  

' - R i a  showing the frequ.;ncy of ikoughts i n  that region,a drought wae defined as 

Period of ton days w i t h  a t o t a l  rnini"al.1 not  exceeding 5 millimeters (0.20 inch). 

In  a publication of tho U2ited E*;ates Toather @reau a drought w a s  taken t o  bo a 

Period of 30 days or  nore i n  which *he prec ip i ta t ion  does not amount t o  0.25 inch 

in any 24 hours. 

In a a e t  of char ts  published some years ago i n  European 

According to  def in i t ions  used o f f i c i a l l y  fn G r &  Br i ta in ,  an "absolute 

droughtll is a period of more thatr 14 conaecutive days without 0.01 inch on any ono 

while a Ifpar t ia l  drought!: i& a period of more than 28 consecutive days the 

rainfall of which does not csceed 0.01 inch per  day. 

Prom an agr icu l tura l  point  of vZem a drought im2lios something more 

than 

ing e f fec t  on vegetation and i t s  f a c t o r s  may include, besides tho absence o r  s c a s  

mere deficiency of rain. I t  is Q combination of condi t iom that have a parch.. 

of ra in ,  l o w  h w i d i t y ,  wind3 weather, high temperature and def ic ient  s o i l  m0j.e- 

ture. 
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