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m e  reading of a;thennometer i s  lowered when. i t s  bulb i s  moistened, unless 

the surrounding air j.s ch.ai:ged t o  i t s  ful.1. capacity with moisture. This e f f e c t  is 

aue t o  evaporation, and the love r ing  of the reading bears a d e f i n i t e  re la t ion  t o  the 

huxlidity of the atmosphere; hence by comparing the readings of two thermometers, one 

with a ury bulb and the other w i t h  a wet, it is  possible,  with a i d  of c e r t a i n  calcu- 

la t ions  o r  by the use of appropriate tables,  to  measure atmospheric humidity. 

i s  the pr inc ip le  embodied i n  the instrument ca l led  a I1psychmmeteP1’a iUaap t h a t  means 

l i t e r a l l y  a ltmoasurc of coldlf and was once applied t o  the ordinary thermometer. 

Such 

Soveral forms of psychrometers aro i n  use, but  thcy always coneist  of a 

P a i r  of thcrrnometers, one of which has a gioce of muslin or othcr  f a b r i c  wound a- 

round i t s  bulb, which is rcoi.stcmd before an observation. I n  tho % l i n g  p8ychromot.- 

ing the device through the atr. Tho U. S. Weather Buroauuses a psychrometer mount- 

‘ed on a f ixed frame and nhirlec? by turning a crank. In  the Itaspiration psychrometer:‘ 

both dry and wet bulbs a r e  vent i la ted  by a clockwork-drivcn fan. In  a l l  the devices 

just mentioned the movamente imolvcd servo to  br ing the rcading of the wet-bulb 

thermometer rapidly t o  i t s  lowest point. Some psychrometers, howover, remain sta- 

t ionary,  the wet bulb boing kept  conetantly moi.ef by a wick connec;tcd with a vossc l  

of watoT. 
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