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? WHY THEKEATHER i' 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

__ ARAB WEATHER PROVERBS 

Qhe majority of Arab weather prognostics, It says Professor Edwa,rd Robertson, 

who has recently published an interest ing collection of such prognostics, "are, as 

might be expected, concerned with the winter season, when the changeable weather 

gives scope f o r  forecasting. The summer months In most Arabic-speaking lands a re  

ra inless ,  and except f o r  mind changes offer  l i t t l e  o r  no f i e l d  f o r  the ac t iy i ty  of 

the weather prognosticator. 

thunder and lightning, b i rds  and insects a l l  form constituents of Arabic weather 

The sun and moon, the stars, tho  rainbow, m i s t ,  dew, 

forecasts.  I' Here a re  somo specimens: 

lsun..houso1 i s  a ra in  bringsr." A Palestinian saying. The l l S ~ & o ~ c t f  

i s  a halo. 

Vhen i t  is rod i n  the evening br id le  your ass f o r  s e t t i ng  for th  ( 5 . 8 . )  the 

weather m i l l  be good), and when i t  is  red i n  the morning loavo your ass t o  r e s t  (i.0. 

tho weather w i l l  be bad). 11 This saying, from North Africa, agreos with our IfEvening 

red and morning gray," otc., and similar protrorbs current in  many parts  of the world, 

'IDew I s  the bod of rain." mis saying is current i n  Palestino, where heavy 

d m  is regarded a8 the harbinger of rain; just the raverae of tho opinion prevalont 

i n  most parts of the world. 

"ThQ yoas of the hornet, tho wintsr w i l l  bo severe." This is a Syrian sw- 

ing, meaning that when hornets are numorous i n  summor a sovoro winter w i l l  

"If tho ra in  in  January is of small mount, there is f ea r  of locusts.Ir 

Anokher Syrian saying. 

(All r igh ts  rcservod by Science Service, Inc.) 

SCIENCE SERVICE; 
21st and 13 Sts., 

Washington, D. C. 


