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WASHING IMAGES TO BRING RAIN 

Among the very numerous superst i t ious methods of invoking r a i n  one t h a t  

has  prevailed widely i n  ancient and l a t e r  times i s  the washing of sacred images, 

S i r  J. G. Frazer,  i n  h i s  recent ly  published commentary on the t tFas t i t l  of b i d ,  in- 

c l i n e s  t o  the be l ie f  t h a t  the ceremony annually observed by the Romans of bathing 

the image of Cybele i n  the brook Almo was designed t o  Procure a supply of ra in ,  

on the pr inciple  of "sympathetic magic." 

In  France the images of s a i n t s  have of ten been plunged i n  water as a r a i n  

charm. A French w r i t e r  of the s ixteenth century, J. Bodin, s a y s :  "'phis custom 

of dragging cruc i f ixes  and images i n  the r i v e r  i n  order t o  g e t  r a i n  is  s till  

pract iced i n  Gascony, and I have seen it done at Toulouse***** There was a c e r t a i n  

one who threw a l l  the images into the well  of the Sa l in  i n  the year 1557; then the 

rain f e l l  i n  abwnbnce.'I 

In  Mingrelia, when the crops s u f f e r  from drought, the people d i p  a holy 

image i n  the water d a i l y  u n t i l  r a i n  f a l l s .  In the Bombay Presidency, according t o  

R.E. Enthoven, "It  is a comon pract ico t o  submerge the image of Shiva i n  water 

with the object  of bringing rain. Similar ly ,  the image of the goddess Harshadh is  

sometimes bathed when r a i n  i s  desired. The male and the female at tendants  of the 

goddess a r e  a t  the same time given a bath,  and an offering of r i c e  cooked i n  m i l k  

sweetened with sugar is made t o  the goddese." 
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