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CHIEFS l$i RAS[WWS 

Among savages the business of rain-making is usually entrusted to  p r i e s t s  

and magicians, but i n  Africa there a re  many t r ibes  whose kings or chiefs a re  the 

o f f i c i a l  raincm&ere. m e  popularity of these rulers  generally depends upon the i r  

6UCCeS6 in  this  art,  and many a black potentate has been doposed because he f a i l e d  

t o  break a drought, 

S. S. JJorWn, writing of the Bachuanas of South Africa, says that  "the 

highest compliment the natived can pay t o  the memory of a dapartod chief is t o  say  

that  he w a s  a grea t  rain-makor." In the Kabs province of Northern Nigeria, says 

C. R. Nivon, Hthe most prominent feature  of the Yoruba-spc&ing t r ibes  l i v i n g  wast 

Of the Niger is the honorable c ra f t  of rain-making. All indepsndent chiafs and 

every chief of importancs, except somo i n  Igbodde, art3 held t o  have powers of Croat-. 

ing o r  cal l ing rain." 

J. Roscoo t o l l s  us that in the contra1 d i s tg l c t  of Busoga, on the north 

sido of Lako Victoria Nyanza, the chiof is supposad to  bo able t o  bring rain o r  

Sunshins at w i l l .  I n  time of drought the people go i n  a body and bsg rain f r o m  him. 

"Should i t  come i n  a few days, they a r o  happy; but,  should i t  s t i l l  dolay, they re- 

assamblo and abuso the chief roundly f o r  h i s  callous bohavior, and demand that  ho 

sha l l  exert himsolf and ceaso to  bo s o  i d l e r *  
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