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Displays of b a l l  l ightning exhibi t  a wide range of d ivers i ty  i n  t h e i r  do.. 

As t h i s  phenomenon i s  rars and as a Sat isfactory explanation i s  s t i l l  lack- tails. 

ing, mybody mho mitnasses a dleplay w i l l  contr ibute  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge by w r i & -  

ing a circumstantial  descr ipt ion while the f a c t s  aro f resh  i n  hi6 mind and sending it, 

t o  some s c i e n t i f i c  journal f o r  publication. 

Iphose remarks a r c  suggested by a case t h a t  occurrcd on June 18 of this 

year i n  England, wb,ich was unusual in  somo rospectsr 

i t ,  was motoring i n  a thunderstorm attsndad by hjavy rain,  which brought h i s  car t o  a 

M r -  3. H. Smith, mho obsorvod 

s top  on tho road. 

'%ing t h i s  period,w ha say8, athe a l c c t r i c a l  display was decidedly im- 

prcssivc,  and I witnessed f o r  tha f i rs t  time i n  q~ l i f e  a b a l l  dischsrgo. 

appoared t o  bo the  rasidual of a f l a s h ,  and descended at about an angle of 45 degrees 

" h e  b a l l  

t o  the horizon, f i n a l l y  coming t o  r e s t  at what appoared t o  bo the height of the top 

of tz telegraph pols  somo 300 or 400 yards d i s t a n t -  !The b a l l  illuminated the d i s t r i c t  

much i n  tho manner one would expect from a large magnesium fl.are, and remain4 

b r i l l i a n t  f o r  several  seconds. It than decreased i n  b r i l l i a n c e  and a f t o r  a brief 

period, during which it  exhibited a rod glow, i t  died out complotoly. Several other 

l igh tn ing  discharges to& placc short ly  a.ft ,omrd, q d ,  judged by t h o i r  intonsi ty ,  

they wero unpleasantly c l o s ~ . ~  
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