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ARID CLIMATES - 
It i s  common t o  think of an a r i d  region as one having merely a def ic ien t  

r a i n f a l l ,  but it is  the prevai l ing dryrless of %he air that gives t o  such regions som 

Of t h e i r  most s t r i k i n g  character is t ics .  The typical  vegetation of a dry climate is 

consp4cuously adaptad t o  prsventing harmful l o s s  of water by avaporation; loaves are 

Often small o r  lacking, or  they have thick tissuos f o r  s tor ing  water, protoctad by Q 

lbathery cuticle. 

Rivers flowing into a r i d  regions wither away under the effects  of ovapors- 

As water vapor is  a grea t  absorber of radiation, t h i s  gas servos t o  tompor the tion. 

ardor of tho sunla rays and t o  check thc l o s s  of heat  f r o m  the  earth by night,  and 

its dcficioncy, i n  a dry climate, r e s u l t s  i n  a largo diurnal range of temperature. 

I n  the southorn Sa;hara, which is a voritablu7 furnace i n  the daytimo, i t  is not un- 

common t o  f i n d  wator at thc surfacc of'\ the ground frozen in  the ear ly  morning. 

Lastly,  dry air contains f e w  microorganisms and thus a c t s  as an a n t i s e p t i c  

whence it  happens tha t  jerked beef keeps indefinitely i n  tho southwestorn United 

S t a t o s  and that tho Egyptian and Poruvian mummias have been preserved through the 

centur ies  I 
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