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- BREAKING A IXOUGHT 

I n  his  book "Rain Making and Other Weather Vagaries,lr Dr. W. J. Humphroys 

explains  the  ways by which na ture  makes a drought and tha  corresponding ways by which 

man, if he had the  powsr t o  do so ,  m i g h t  b r i n g  one of theso v i s i t a t i o n s  t o  an and. 

He should nsad, according t o  circumstances, (1) t o  put  i n t o  tho air in  the course of 

a fow horns ,  at ths mos t ,  watsr vapor far i n  excoS8 of the amount roquirod f o r  tha  

dcs i rod  r a i n  ( s inco  much vapor would bo d i s s ipa t ed  by winds); (2) t o  change tho di- 

roc t ion ,  f o r  ha l f  a day o r  l o n g o r ,  of tho p reva i l i ng  winds; (3) t o  f o r m  back a disc 

placed o r  overgrown semipamanent area of high barometric pressuro; (4) t o  dislodgo 

a s t a l l s d  anticyclone; o r  (5) t o  causa an adaquato s h i f t  of tho storm tracks. 

lrElut,t1 Dr .  Humphroys adds, flwo cannot, i n  sho r t  order ,  g a t  i n to  tho air 

mhere wo want i t  tnc! mil l ions  of tons of water vapor o s s e n t i s l  t o  adoquato rain a f t o r  

a drought over oven so small a t e r r i t o r y  as t h a t  covered by LS s i n g l e  c i ty .  Noithcr 

C a n  wo, by any means whntavsr, put f o r t h  t h o  onormow povmr t h a t  mould be  necessary 

Within a mosk t o  change the  d i r e c t i o n  of a p reva i l i ng  mind, o r  t o  dislodgo t h o  thou&.+ 

sands of b i l l i o n s  of tons of air i n , a  s tagnant ,  drought-producing anticyclone." Nor 

1 s  it  poss ib lo  f o r  humanity t o  perform t h o  o thor  miraclos suggsstod. 

Unfortunatcly the mctoorologists and phys ic i s t s  mho see  c l e a r l y  t h o  Utter  

f u t i l i t y  of a l l  tho S q g o s t o d  schomos f o r  making r a i n  havo not y e t  solvod the prob- 

lem of g o t t i n g  tho olsmentary f a c t s  on tho subjec t  i n t o  the  hoad of tha a v o r a p  man0 
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