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& PEEP-SHOW OF THE SKY 

The anonymous au tho r  of a n  essay e n t i t l e d  "A Rhapsody of the  Clouds,Il 

publ ished i n  1886 i n  the At l an t i c  NDnthly, comments on the  fact t h a t  of two land- 

scapes always v i s i b l e  t o  men -- e a r t h  and sky -- the  upper and f i n e r  seems reserved  

f e r  the  b i r d s  and p o e t s ,  or f o r  an occas iona l  f o r l o r n  f ace  t h a t  turns from e a r t h  

t o  sky f o r  fairer hope o r  j u s t i c e ,  Persons are, t o  be sure, sometimes found 

Watching the  n i g h t  sk i e s ;  bu t  who gazes at the  clouds by day? 

This i nd i f f e rence ,  he says ,  should be overcome. By us ing  an appropr ia te  

camera obscura -- a l e n s  i n  a box with dark c u r t a i n s  -- o r  the  Claude Lorraine 

g l a s s  -- a s l i g h t l y  convex mirror  of b l ack  o r  colored g l a s s ,  used f o r  viewing t h e  

landsca9e -- the v a s t  p i c t u r e  i s  brought t o  a convenient focus ,  mellowed and 

sof tened ,  A s impler  ad junc t  of cloud-gazing is a p iece  of glass s l i g h t l y  smoked to 

P r o t e c t  the  eye from the  in t ense  g l a r e  of the  noonday sky. 

The clouds present  spec tac l e s  of end le s s ly  v a r i e d  charm. "There a r e  

wonderful mountains among them, wi th  sheer  p rec ip i ces  and shadowy caves and Alpine 

crags:  dark towers,  such as Childe Roland blew h i s  b l a s t  before;  minare ts  and domes, 

w i t h  mysterious arabesques of o r i e n t a l  t r ace ry ;  serene ocean shores ,  where the 

gray aand g l i m e r s  through a shoal ing b l u e ,  and the  round-breasted ga l l eons  sai l  

smoothly over. 11 
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