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MODE1RN RATN PRIBTS -- - --- 
Geological co l lec t ions  contain many specimens of r a in  p r in t s ,  o r  so-called 

f o s s i l  raindrops, that preserve the  racord Of ancient rL thEtOr inSo  The formaticn of 

Such p r i n t s  m y  of ten  be  witnessed today a t  places d o n g  the smsho:+e, whiiii a shamr 

f a l l s  at Lcw Lidoo 

Here End there the Gand or  mud uncovered by the t i de  is just; p l a s t i c  

Cnough-neither too wet n o r  too dry-to take the impression of the f a l l i n g  drops. 

Each drop forms a i i t t l e  p i t ,  Bordered by a shallow upraioed r i m u  

the drops f a l l  vertical1.y and make c i r c u i w  depressions, 

I n  calm wsatlicr, 

I n  windy weather, when 

?!he p r i n t s  thus made a r e  usually ob l i t e r a t ed  by the incoming tide.  If ,  

however, dry eand is apread O V ~ T  them and a sec t ion  of the beach is  carefully cut 
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