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MODERN RAIN PRINTS

Geological collecﬁions contain many specimens of rain prints, or so~called
fossil raindrops, that presefve the raecord of ancient rainstorms. The formaticn of
such prints may often be witnessed today at places along the seashore, whon a shower
falls at low tideo

Here and there the sand or mud uncovered by the tide is just plastic
fnough~-neither too wet nor too dfy«*to teke the impression of the falling drops.
Bach ‘drop forms a little pit, bordered by a shallow upraised rim. In calm weather,

fhe drops fail vertidally and meke circuler depressions. In windy weather, when
the drops strike the ground oblidquely, the depressions are elongated in the difeotion
of the winde

The prints thus made are usually obliterated by the incuming tide. If,
however, dry sand is spread over them and a section of the beach is carefully cut
out and baized in an oven, we can produce rain prints similar to those made ages ago
by Wature,
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