
R.eleaseC upon r ece ip t  
but intended f o r  use 
August 29, 1930. 

- A Science Service Feature 
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By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authority on Metaorology. 

Among the supers t i  t ious  p rac t i ces  of humanity those r e l a t i n g  t o  sunshine.- 

mjking hold a much l e s s  prominsnt piaco than do those r a l a t i n g  t o  rain-mking, bu t  

Sevaral examples df the foi-mar a ra  known. 

Frazer,  i n  IITho Golden Bough," t e l l s  US tha t  tha  Mdlmosims mako sunshine 

by moans of a mock sun. A c i r c u l a r  s t o n o  i s  wound about w i t h  r 2 d  bra id  and stuck 

with owlfs f ea the r s  t o  represent th.? rays of thi? sun, o r  th3 stono i s  l a i d  on thz 

ground with white rods rad ia t ing  f x m  it t o  imi t a t e  sunbeams. 

s ac r i f i ced  i n  the sunshine-malting ceremony, while a black one i s  sac r i f i ced  i f  rain 

i s  desired. 

A white o r  red p ig  i s  

I n  New CaLedonia, according t o  the s,me authority-, "When a wizard des i res  

t o  make sunshine he takes solne plants a d  corals t o  the b u r i a l  ground aJnd m&es 

them i n t o  a bundle, adding two locks of' ha i r  cu t  from tLla hand of a. l i v i n g  c h i l d  

( h i s  own ch i ld ,  if poss ib le , )  also two tee th ,  o r  an e n t i r e  jawbone from the skeleton 

of an ancestor. 

the morniiig sun. 

branch of dry cora l  beside them, and hangs the bundle of charms over the stone. 

He then cliinbsahigli mountain whose top catches the f i r s t  rays of 

Here he deposits three sorts of p lan ts  on a f l a t  stone, places a 

'!Next morning he returns t o  t n i s  rude altar,  and at t h e  iaornent when the 

SUn r i s a s  from the ssa he kindles  a f i r e  on the altar. As  the smoke r ioes  he rubs 

the stone with the dry co ra l ,  invokes h i s  ancestors a d  s w s :  ' S u n ,  I do t h i s  t ha t  

Y O U  nay be burning hot and e a t  up all tha clouds i n  thi: sky.' Thi. s m i .  caxmony i s  

( A l l  r i g h t s  resorvod by Scisncc Sorvict3, Tnc.) 
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