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MAPS OF AVKUGX R.4INFALL -- I -- 
A fmiliar foa tura  of geographical l i t e r a t u r e  is the char t  of moan a w l  

minfall. Such a chart  is ins t ruc t ive  and usuful as far  5s i t  gooe-but it does not 

go vory far  i n  showing t h o  actual  d i s t r ibu t ion  of ra in  over the ear th ' s  surfaco. I n  

thc f irst  place, i t  givos no indication of th,? way ths rain i6, on an avorago, dis- 

t r ibuted through tha y m r ,  and tha d is t r ibu t ion  may ba QXtr'LXni3ly uneven. 

socond placo i t  show only avorage conditions, whwoas i n  any individual yoar tho 

I n  tho 

actual  r a i n f a l l  generaliy d i f f e r s  at l e a s t  a l i t t l e  f rom the average, and i n  many 

Yeerrs it m a y  differ from i t  very wvid3ly. 
I If you look, f o r  esmple ,  at a chart  of mean annual rainfall i n  California, 

YOU w i l l  see  a broad coastal b e l t  extending f rom Monterey Ear t o  the Mexican border 

i n  which the yearly amount of r a i n  averages f r o s  1.0 t o  20 inches o r  more, according 

t o  local i ty .  There is nothing i n  the chart  to  suggest t h a t ,  i n  the same region, 

the summer months are,  i n  the avorage year, al.moQt ra inless .  

Again, if  you conwilt a similar aap f o r  B r a z i l ,  you w i l l  f i n d  an area 

inland f rom cape S t .  Roque whme the rainfall averages 23 t o  4d inchas a yesr; tvhich, 

if f a i r l y  uniform in  occurence, would be ample f o r  agriculture.  Yet t h i s  ffNordeste" 

of Brazi l  i s  one of tha m o s t  noboriously drought-stricken rogions i n  tha mor1.d. I n  

8Cme yaars tho crops ar3 ruinad by an axcoss of moisturo, but i n  othore nature goo8 

t o  the opposite a t r e m a ,  with tr,a.gic resultso 
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