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STRANGE LIGATS 

From time t o  time luminous amearances a re  reported in the atmosphere f o r  

Which meteorologists are  unable t o  give conclusive explanations. 

A t  Ringstead Bay, near Weymouth, Xngland, during a su l t ry  AUgrlBt afternoon 

In 1876, a number of globes of l i gh t  the s i z e  of b i l l i a r d  balls were seen hovering 

Over the ground above the c l i f f s  at heights ranging from a few inches t o  seven o r  

eight feet;. mey slowly roae and fell, eometimee within a f e w  inchee of thw-+ser- 

vera but always eluding the i r  grasp. 

Varied from 20 t o  l~thousands.11 

such as is generally o r  always the case when b a l l  lightning is seen, though one 

occurred a t  10 otclock that  night. 

Will-olethe wisp? Nobody knows. 

The number of these objects is said t o  have 

There was no thunderstorm i n  progress at the time, 

Perhaps i t  was will-or-the-wisp? but what i s  

For more than a century there have been reports of a phantom " f i r e  ship11 

on Bay maleur ,  Canada, skid t o  make i t s  apparance before a storm. Much infomation 

about t h i s  curious phenomenon w a s  collected twenty-odd years ago by Prof. W.F. b o n g ,  

who believed i t  t o  be a case of St.  Elmots  f i r e ;  

Offered of i t s  frequent occurrence at t h i s  par t icu lar  place, or of the shape that  

i t  aasumesL-3,fke that of a large burning ship. 

but no explanation has ever been 

A similar appearance of a burning ship has been reported f rom the shore of 

It i s  referred t o  by Whittier, who connects it with the legend of the Block Island. 

Specter ship tPa1atine.f: 

on Sable Island: Itthe surface of the Sea,!! according t o  ona Writer, b e i n g  covered 

There are also t a l e s  Of fhmeS 8et3n issuing from old wrecks 

with than, Eiome'being twenty f e e t  i n  altitude.': 
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