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OBSERVING CLOlSDS 

Until  a generation o r  so ago the chief prac t ica l  incentive to  the observa- 

t ion of clouds was the hope of gaining from the i r  various aspecter a knowkedge of 

coming weathero 

before meteorology became a science0 

Many popular m a x i m s  on t h i s  subject Were current i n  the world long 

A nex era  i n  cloud study was inaugurated i n  the period h o w n  as the "Intor.; 

movements were mado by uniform methods a t  selectad s ta t ions throughout tho world. 

The chief purpose of t h i s  undertaking wa8 t o  gathor information concerning tho tip- 

Culatj.on of the atmosphoro a t  l evols  abovo tho oar thfs  cU4facee Cl.ouds a r e  s t i l l  

observed f o r  t h i s  purpose, though nowadays more dota i led  information of the upper a 

air  currents is obtained from observing the d r i f t  of pll.ot-~ballooneo 

A th i rd  stage in  the observation of cLouds dates from the coming of air 

t ravel  and tzmaport ,  At a host of weather s ta t ions the clouds are  now observed 

Several times a day, not primarily f o r  the sake o$ get t ing a l i ne  on fu ture  weather 

aviators may be &vised df the prosonco aad height cf cloude occurring a t  f ly ing  

leVol8; par t icu lar ly  tho Low clouds, which const i tuts  ths  f l i o r t  s %elling," 
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