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FLYING PCSATHER fN THE ARCTIC 

In  view of the plans now maturing t o  establish a regular f lying service 

between Canada and the Old World by way of Greenland, the following swnmary of weath- 

e r  conditions a long  air routes v i a  the Arctic i s  timely. 

just published, of W. R. Greggl s "Aeronautical Meteorology'' : 

It  appears in  a new edition, 

' "On the whole conditions within the Arctic a r e  quite favorable f o r  

f l i gh t ;  far more S'o-than those over the North Atlantic, at any ra te  during the win- 

ter. mere a re  practically no storms and very few high winds over the Polar  Basin. 

The weather is relat ively c lear  e x e p t  in  summer, when considerable fog occurs, but 

t h i s  seldom extends t o  a height of much more than half a mile. 

occurs, and the moisture i n  the atmosphere as a d e  is i n  a form that would seldom 

resu l t  in  causing heavy deposits on a i rc raf t .  

L i t t l e  precipitation 

Thunderstorm6 are rare and i n  some 

sections probably do not occur at all. 

(air warmer above than near the surface) at flying levels would prove of d i s t i nc t  

Finally, the ads tence  of an inversion layer 

advantage t o  airshfps,  besides rendering travel more comfortable." 

The greatest  weather obstacles t o  the proposed f l i gh t s  by way of the 

Arctic, s a y s  the same writer, are  found i n  the regions bordering the Polar Basin. 

Getting into the Arctic region and out again i s  a much more d i f f i cu l t  problem, from 

a meteorological standpoint, than flying over that  region. 
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