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W S U R I N G  FOREST HUMID1 TY 

Measuring the r e l a t i v e  humidity of f o r e s t  air as a t e s t  of the f i r e  

hazard is  rapd.dly becoming a routine pract ice  among the woodsmen of the United 

States  and Canada. Lumberjacks who had never heard of t h i s  weather element a few 

Years ago now talk as g l i b l y  about it  as they do about tote-roads, skidways a d  

Stumpage, They not only t a l k  about i t ,  but they watch with eager i n t e r e s t  the in- 

struments t h a t  record it. In  many logging C D P S  a PO01 i s  made UP every day on the 

minimum r e l a t i v e  humidity, as pools are made up aboard ship on the day's run, and 

the men l e t  dinner w a i t  while they consult the instrument that  t e l l s  them whether 

they w i l l  be permitted t o  smoke i n  the afternoon. 

In the Douglas f ir  region of Vashington and Oregon humidity instruu;ents 

a r e  found universal ly  i n  logging camps, because a logger cannot g e t  insurance on 

h i s  equipment and f e l l e d  timber, except at prohib i t ive , ra tos ,  unless he agrees t o  

maintain such instruments on h i s  operation and t o  suspend work whenever the humidity 

fa l l s  below 30 per cent. I n  the Pacif ic  Northwest t h i s  value has become a 6o;uewhat 

a r b i t r a r y  dead-line between safe  and unsafe weather f o r  logging. 

Instruments of several kinds a r e  used i n  the f o r e s t s  f o r  measuring 

humidity. Sling-pflychrometers a r e  the most common, despi te  the f a c t  that  40 o r  

50 per cent. of these f r a g i l e  instruments a r e  broken every year by the husky ob- 

servers  who whir l  them in  the air before taking R reading, Dial hygrometers are 

a l so  i n  use, while Q t  some of the b ig  camps may be wen the hygrothemograph, an 

elaborate device t h a t  makos a continuoue rscord of temperature and humidity; both 

of which are f a c t o r s  i n  " f i r e  weather." 
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