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-- THE WORST $JJRRICAKES 

m e  recent d i s a s t e r  i n  Santo Doming0 W a s  one of the worst i n  the h i s t o r y  

of l e s t  India hurricanes,  but there i s  a grain Of Comfort i n  the re f lec t ion  that  

the l o s s  of human l i f e  i n  the storms of the Caribbean region has never approached 

that occasionally occurring i n  some other regions Of t rop ica l  cyclones. Certain 

ty-phoons of the Far %st have probably been attended by ten times as many f a t a l i t i e s  

as occw9ed.in the recent ‘West Indian s to rm,  and even more deadly hurricanes have 

raged along the coast  of India. 

In  the year 1737 a furious hurricane, accompanied by a violent  earthquake, 

v i s i t e d  the mouth o f  the Ganges and extended 60 miles up tha t  r iver .  I t  is s a i d  to 

have destroyed 20,000 c r a f t  of all descriptions. 

300,000 people perished, mainly by drowning. 

grea t  authori ty  on the meteorology of India ,  wri t ing of t h i s  s torm i n  1876,exp~essed 

According to  contemporary estimates 

However, H.F. Blanford, who was a 

the opinion that t h i s  f igure  was an exaggeration. 

The Calcutta cyclone of October 5, 1864, was estimated t o  have drowned 

48,000 people and u p a r d s  of 100,000 head of c a t t l e ,  and 50,000 human l i v e s  are 

said t o  have been l o s t  i n  a storm flood about the mouth of the Megna in  June, 1822. 

More d e f i n i t e  information i s  avai lable  regarding the grea t  Backergunge cyclone of 

1876. The r i s i n g  waters due t o  this s to rm sweeping over the low-lying lands at the 

mouth o f  the Megna during the night of October 31-November 1 probably drowned 

100,000 people ( t h e  number w a B  or ig ina l ly  reported at 215,000), and as manY more a r e  

supposed t o  have died of cholera and other diseases resu l t ing  from the inundation. 
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