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A Science Service Feature 

1 W E E  THE WXATHi3R 1 Mailed September 15, 1 9 ~ ~ ~  

By Charles l i t ohugh  Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Science has learned much i n  reeent years about the re la t ions  of atmospheric 

discovery is the f a c t  that, of a l l  the weather elements, re la t ive  humidity exercises, 

a8 a n i l e ,  by far the greateet  control over the spread of f i r e s ,  

Formerly rain and snow were looked upon as the elements of weather chief ly  

valuable i n  protecting the fores t  from f i r e ,  while dr0-t and wind were regarded as 

tho greatest  f i r e  hazards of atomospheric origin. 

a8 i t  l i a e  on the ground, but the U,S. Forest Service has reported casos i n  which, 

SnOW pwotects tho fo re s t s  as long 

with dmp snow lying undsr the trms, open pLac38, frw f r o m  anow} War0 found to bo 

covarod with hi&ly inflammablo grass and woods. 

lasta, but if tho humidity is low tho f o r e s t  fuele  dry Vary rapidly a f te r  a showor. 

Rain if3 a protoction nhi la  i t  

A protracted drought does not  make ,the fores t  l i t t e r  dry and inflammable 

if the humidity of the air remains high. Wind tends t o  increase the f i r e  hazard 

through spreading the f a m e s  and scat ter ing embers, and a lso  because, other things 

being equal, evaporation increases with wind velocity; 

W i l l ,  instead of fanning the flames, tend t o  hold the f i r e  i n  check. 

but if the nind i s  moist  i t  

A very d m  

Wind m a y  even ac t  as a f i r a  extinguisher, 
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