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THE WOW "CLOUDBURST" - 
Webeter's Dictionary defines a cloudburst as " Q  sudden copious r a in fa l l ,  

as i f  the whole cloud had been precipitated a t  one time." As a matter of f ac t ,  

if a cloud of the la rges t  size were, by a miracle, Precipitated at one time, coming 

down at the maximum speed of f a l l i ng  raindrops, i t  would not cause a torrent ia l  

shower, such as is commonly described as a cloudburst; but of course the compara- 

t ively small amount o f  water in  the clouds was not  realized by our mcoators,  who 

believed that  clouds sometimes actually bu r s t  and discharge the i r  en t i re  watery 

load at once upon the earth, 

German work by Christian Woise, roctor of the gymnasium at Z i t t a u ,  published i n  

This idea i s  learnedly se t  for th  i n  a quaint l i t t l e  

1701, as woll as i n  many l a t e r  works. 

Incidontally , tho term iliTolkonbruch,ll the exact German oquivalont of  

"cloudburst," is ueod i n  tho t i t l o  and text  of 'Jeisets book, though tho NOW 

English Dictionary marks the l a t t e r  word ilU. 5. ,I1 and c i t e s  illustrat.hve quotations 

en t i re ly  from American sources. 

Englishmen and is defined i n  the o f f i c i a l  Glossary of the Br i t i sh  Meteorological 

The word has, however, lo& been familiar t o  

O f f  ice, 
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