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A LIGHTNING SITPERSTITION 

No Navajo Indian w i l l  ever make a Campfire of mood from a tree that  has 

been struck by l ightning o r  that  he thinks m a y  have been. I f  such a f i r e  is  

made by the irreverent white man, the Indian W i l l  r e t i r e  t o  n distance, where ho 

can neither f ee l  the heat nor smell the smoke, and W i l l  go t o  sloep i n  his  blanket, 

f i r e l e s s  and supperless, ra ther  ,than oat of food prepared on that kind of f i r e ,  

me Navajo believes that if ho comes within the influence of the f l a o  

he w i l l  absorb same of the essonco of tho lightning, which w i l l  thereaf ter  bo 

attractQd t o  him and w i l l  soonfir o r  l a t e r  k i l l  him. I n  the mountains of tho Navajo 

country m o m  than half the groat pinos a ro  scarred by lightning, but no wood f r o m  

them is used. 

Almost any o l d  Navajo can t e l l  of casos i n  vhich th i s  precaution has 

beon neglec'cod m i t h  fatal results.  

in  the rogion and from time t o  time an unlucky radskin i s  struck, 

Na wondor, sinco thunderstorms are froquont 
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