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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

A sensational archaeological event of last year was the discovery at the 

s i t s  of U r  of the Chaldaes of a doeply buried horizontal  layer  of mud aight f e e t  

thick,  underlying t h e  previously excavated remains of the ancient c i t y ,  and, i n  

turn, underlain by remains of an e a r l i s r  sdttlemant. This deposit mas svidontly 

l a i d  down by a grGat flood and may hava boen COntJmpOrary i n  or igin with a similar 

but thinner deposit  found last ysar at thd si ts  of Kish, much f a r t h a r  up tho  

Euphratc3s valloy. 

Harold Peake, the well-known B r i t i s h  anthropologist, i n  his  recently pdl 

l i shed  book "The Flood," s e t s  f o r t h  the view that  the mud layers  at both places 

were l e f t  by the deluge that f igures  i n  b i b l i c a l  and Babylonian narratives,  and he 

places the date  of the event at about 4,200 B.C. 

Floods a r e  common i n  Mesopotamia, Sar ly  i n  May, 1929, the Tigr is  rose and 

burst  its b d s  at several points;  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  the Euphrates rose abnormally, 

and thus the who1.e Mesopotmian p l a i n  was converted into a vast inland sea, Prob- 

ably the ancient f lood tha t  impressed i t s e l f  SO strongly on the memory of mankind 

Waf3 the g r e a t e s t  that  has happened i n  t A i 6  region s ince i ts  e a r l i a s t  settlement but 

i t  was not necessar i ly  so extensive as some that  have occurrod i n  othar p a r t s  of tha 

world, including tha Mississippi valley. 

Peake quotes the opinion of Professor S o l l a s ,  of Oxford, that  the r a i n f a l l  

of a slow-moving low combined with water f rom melting mountain snows would account 

f o r  this deluge; 
the bursting of an ice  dam, such as occurred i n  August, 1929, i n  the Shyok-valley, 
causing an imense  flood i n  that  p a r t  of India. 
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&if$ Feake himself suggests as an additional possible cause 
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