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f t  i s  a common mistake t o  supposd that in c lass ica l  antiquity the 

phonomsna of w@athx ware univorsally a t t r ibu ted  t o  tha interposit ion of the gods i n  

human affairs. Nons of tho Grodk and Roman philosophers took aoriously tho myths on 

th i s  subjsct  that  have boon mado f m f l i a r  t o  US by c lass ica l  poatry, though thosa 

myths wars doubtlass accoptod a t  faco valui, by tha non-philosophical majority of 

mankind. 

In  tho IIClouds't of Aristophanss thord i s  an amusing scone i n  which 

Socrat3s is hoard expounding mGtoorology f o r  thz onlightonmont of Strepsiades. me 

l a t t e r  has suggested tli.tt l ightning is sent by the king of the gods t o  punish those 

who thwart h i s  w i l l ,  and t h i s  dialogue follows: 

socr. 

Str .  

Socr. 

Good old-fashioned f 001 your theories date from 

If Zeus rea l ly  smites the sinners,  how has Siqon 

And sone others I might mention? They are  sinners 

But instaad i t ' s  h i s  own templo that he smites and 

Athens' c a p ,  o r  some great  oak;  and nhy, pray? O a k s  

some pre-lunar age. 

shunned his rage, 

evary one. 

Sunion, 

do nothing rash. 

I dont t know; you may bo r ight ,  but, please what is 
the lightning-f lash? 

When the dry wind once gets  caught inside the clouds 
f a r  up on high, 

I t  inflatds them l ike  a bladder; then by i t s  own 

Ruqhes fo r th  i n  angry whirlwind, breaking through 

And through s t r e s s  of rush and whirlwind burots i n  

density 

its cloudy frams, 

fury i n t o  flame. 

This non-suparstitious axplanation of lightning was not inventad by the 
comic poet. 
HoraclituS and subsequently olaboratod by A r i s t o t l o .  

It vas propounded half a century bdfore tho date of tha drama by 
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