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_I SOME NAUTICAL WEATHER SUPERSTITIONS 

A recently published account of the supersti t ions cherished by Scottish 

Sa i lo r s  mentions several re la t ing t o  the winds 3;nd the weather. If a Scottish sea 

captaiin, we are told,  meets a pig before he reaches the wharf he does not l i ke  t o  

s a i l  tha t  day, no matter how favorable the weather may be, believing, that if he 

does so he w i l l  encountor head-winds throughout the voyage. If he takes l i v e  pigs - 

on board f o r  m e  as f m s h  meat, he w i l l  always save on3 u n t i l  the voyage i s  ended, 

believing that  i f  he msets head-winds and sacrificG6 the pig the wind w i l l  immediate.. 

s l y  s h i f t  t o  the r igh t  quarterc 

me pig  must be k i l l e d  with i t s  ta i l  i n  the direction from which t h e  mind 

is  desired, while the hoofs, ta i l  and en t r a i l s  are thrown overboard to  propi t ia te  

Neptune, so  that  he may not ra i se  a heavy sea i n  case the wind blows hard when i t  

changes, After the pig is  k i l l e d  and handed over t o  the cook, if the winds are  s t i l l  

stubborn, the captain throws a piece of s i l v e r  over the side. One canny Scot is 

said t o  have d r i l l ed  a hole in  a sixpence and t ied  a s t r ing  t o  i t ,  SO that he could 

recover i t  every tino he cast  i t  in tho sea. Ono day, howovm, a shark snappod i t  

A white dog and a black c a t  on a ship at the same time are boliovod t o  

bring squally weatha? throughout the foyage. 
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