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One of the earliest  attempts to  introduce Standard methode of describiryiF 

the s t a t e  of the sky and indicating the kinds of clouds was made i n  the second h a w  

of the 17th century by that versa t i le  genius Dr.  Robert Hooke. 

a more comprehonsivs scheme f o r  recording waather obsarvations submitted by the 

author t o  tho Royal Society of London. Modernized as t o  spolling,punctuation a d  

capi ta l izat ion,  thQ proposals read i n  par t  thus: 

!Choy fom par t  of 

Qor the faces of the &cy there a re  s o  many that many of them want proper 

names, and therefore i t  w i l l  be convenient t o  agree upon some determinate ones by 

which the most usual may be, i n  br ief  expressed. 

sky withou+, any clouds o r  exhalations: *checkered,! a c h a r  sky with many great 

white round clouds, such as are  very uaual i n  s m e r .  

As let f c l ea r t  s ignify a very c lear  

1HmyJ a Ellry that looks 

whitish by reason of the thicknces of the higher par t s  of the air by 80me exhala,,. 

t ion  not: formed i n t o  clouds. *Thick, * a sky more whitened by a greater  company of 

vapors; these do usually make the luminaries look bearded o r  hairy and are often-. 

times the cause of rings and halos about the sun as well a8 the moon. 'Overcast, t 

when the vapors so whiten and thicken the air that the sun cannot break through; 

and of th i s  there are very many degrees, which may be expressed by la l i t t l e , t  

tmuch,l 'more,' *very much overcast,! etc. Let lhairyt signify a sky that hathmany 

small, th in  and high exhalations, which resemble locks of hair, o r  flakes of hemp 

o r  flax, whose var ie t ies  m a y  bo expressed by 'straight1 or 1 curvetdil,etc., according 

t o  tho resemblance they bear. 
thin and ernall clouds, looking almost l i k e  watered tabby, cal led i n  eomc? placos a 
!mackerel sky. Let a sky be cal led t waved, 1 when those clouds appear much bigger 
and lower, but much a f te r  the same manner.11 
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& a t  lwateredt signify a sky that has many high 
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