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By Charles Fitzhugh Talmen,
Authority on Meteorology.

EARLY SKY NOMANCLATURE

One of the earliest attempts to introduce standard methode of descridbing g
the state of the sky and indicating the kinds of clouds was made in the second ha.ﬁ‘
of the 17th century by that versatile genius Dr. Robert Hoo];e. They form part of
a more comprehensive scheme for recording weather observations submitted by the
author to tho Royal Society of London. Modernized as to spelling,punctuation and
capitalization, the proposals read in part thuss

"Por the faces of the eky there are so many that many of them want proper
naxnes, and therefore it will be convenient to agree upon some de‘terminate ones by
which the most usual may ba in brief expressed. As lat !cleart éignify a very clear
sky without any clouds or exhalations: !checkered,! a clear sky with many great
white round clouds, such as are very usual in summer. 'Hagy} a eky that looks
whitish by reason of the thickness of the higher parts of the alr by some exhalaw
tion not formed into clouds. !Thick,! a sky more whitened by a greater company of
vapors; these do usually malke the luminaries look bearded or halry and are of ten-
times the cause of rings and halos about the sun as well as the moons. !Overcast,?
when the vapors so whiten and thicken the air that the sun camnot bresk throughy
and of this there are very many degrees, which may be expressed by ta little," |
tmuch,! Ymore,! !very much overcast,! etc. Let thalry! signify a sky that hathmany
small, thin and high exhalations, which reeémble locks of hair, or flakes of hemp
or flax, whose varietles may be expressed by 'etraight! or 'curved_‘,etc., according
to the resemblance they bear. Lot 'watersd! signify a sky that has meny high
thin and small clouds, locking almost like watered tabby, called in some places a

tmackerel sky.! Let a sky be called !'waved,! when those clouds appear much bigger
and lower, but much after the same manner.! .
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