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SAXBY'S 

On October 4, 1869, the coasts of New Brunswick and the adjacent p a r t s  of 

Maine and Nova Scot ia  were v i s i t e d  by a v io l en t  stom, accompnied by a t i d e  of ex-, 

traordinary height. About 120 vesse ls  were baachad and there was some l o s s  of l i f e  

a t  sea ,  while much damage was done by the winds on land. 

l y  came up from the West Indies and had caused haavy r a ins  i n  thd United S ta t e s ,  

With f loods  i n  New England and at Washington, DOC., bofora reaching Cmada, vas 

ca l l ed  l&a.xbyls Gale," because a Lieutenant S.Mp Saxby, of the B r i t i s h  Navy, had 

announczd about a year  previously tha t  a grda t  storm and high t i d s s  would occur on 

October 5, 

This storm, which apparent- 

Saxbyl 8 prddiction, basad on supposed i n f ~ u e n c a s  of t h s  moon, mas s n t i r c l y  

i n d s f i n i t e  a8 t o  the p a r t  of tho world i n  which t h s  storm would provai l  s o  tha t  its 

Varification somot~herd on thd globe within a day of ths announcitd date mas not a t  

a l l  surprising. 

At lan t ic  on tho data pradict2d for i t ,  though i t  i s  not known to  have dona m y  

damage on t h a t  date and i t  was tho far from tho coast  t o  produe6 any porcoptiblc 

t i d a l  effdcts.  

Doubtloss the storm was s t i l l  i n  o x i s t a m  somowhoro i n  t h o  nastorn 

Farnings of tha w e n t  had bszn published i n  Nmfoundland, r7herL: 

thoy carnod much alarm, but no traces of tho storm twr5 f d t  thard. 

Saxby*s notions concerning the r e l a t ions  of the moon to  the veath- or a r e  

s e t  f o r t h  i n  a book e n t i t l e d  ltSaxbyls Weather System," two edi t ions  of whCc$ vere 

published i n  London a fern years before the time of the gale that  bears  h i s  name. 
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