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WHEN MIRAGE STOPPED A BATTLE

Mirage, which is very common over the hot plaine of Mesopotamia, frequently

interfered with military operations in that region during the world war. (. Ee
Hubbard,‘in his book "From the Gulf to Ararat,! records the followiﬁg episode of
the fight between Fao and Basrah during the carlier stages of the conflict:

"our men, af ter a particularly céurageous attack across the opon desorst,
which at the time was such a sea of mud that they had to advance at the walk, reached
the Turicish trenches and put tho Turks to flight. The enomy wae now in the same
predicament that the British had been in just before and providod a splondid targoet
for our artillery. A gunboat was lying in the rivor and the men in tha tops were
watching the proceedings When thoy were surprised to sce our guns suddonly stop
firing, although the Turks were still within ocasy range. It transpirod later that,
to the syes of the gunners on tho desert lovael, thoe target disappearcd into the
mirago."

The British official histcry of the war mentions several more or less
similar occurrences during the Mesopotamian campaign. In one case it is recorded
that Turkish detatchments took flight when a mirage greatly magnified the apparent
size of the attacking force, while in another case Turkish prisoners stated that the
attack in which they were captured had been a complete surprise owing to the fact
that mirage concealed tha-advancing British troopse

(A1l rights reserved by Scisnce Service, Inc.)

o e e P e, s g S

SCIENCE SERVICE,
2lst and B Sts.,
Washington, D«Ce



