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- WHEN MIRAG2 STOPPICD ,A BAT!%E 

interfered wX$h mili tary operations i n  thgt region during the world war. E. E* 

Hubbard, i n  h i s  book ItFrom the Gulf to  Ararat," records the fol loving episode of 

the f i g h t  betiyeen Fao and Basrah during the 0arlitj.r stages of tha conflict:  

men, a f t e r  a particulsr1.y courageous at tack aCroQs tho open dQadrt ,  

which at the time was such a sea of mud tha t  they had t o  advance at tho W a B ,  roached 

the WrIcish trenches and put tho Turks t o  f l igh t .  

p r e d i c a a t  that the B r i t i s h  ha& bson i n  just bcfow and providod a Splondid targot  

f o r  0- a r t i l l c r y .  

Tho anomy mas nom i n  tho 

A gunboat 17as ly ing  i n  the r i v s r  and the mon i n  th3 tops nore  

watching the proceedings when thay m r o  s u q r i s s d  t o  sod o u r  guns suddmly s top  

f i r i n g ,  although th3 Turks 'li12ro s t i l l  n i t h i n  oasy Ti.ln&F. It transpirad l a t a r  tha t ,  

t o  tha oyos of thc gunners od tho deser t  1 0 ~ ~ 1 ,  tha targdt disappoarod in to  the 

miragsr " 

!The B r i t i s h  o f f i c i a l  histGry of the war mentions 6everaL more o r  lees 

s imi la r  occurrences during the Mesopotamian campai@h I n  one case i t  is recorded 

tha t  Turkish detatchments took f l i g h t  when a mirage grea t ly  magnified the apparent 

s i z e  of the attacking force ,  while i n  another case Turkish prisoners s t s t e d  that  the 

attack in which they were captured had been a complete surpr ise  owing t o  the f a c t  

t h a t  mirage concealed the advancing Bri t ish troops. 
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