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THE ETWIANS 

In  ancient times the he l iaca l  r i s i n g  of the Dog Star---i.e,, i t s  e a r l i e s t  

appearance i n  the eastern sky before sunrise ,  Occurring toward the l a t t e r  par t  of 

July--was remgnized as ushering tn the season of the etosian winds i n  the region 

of the eastern Mediterranean, where these winds prevai l  through the late summer and 

ear ly  autumn, blowing, as a r u l e ,  strongly by day, and dying down at night. 

The etesians are dry winds and raise great  clouds Of dust where they blow 

over the land, I n  the i s l e s  of the Aogean windbreaks of cypress a r e  planted t o  

protect orchards f rom their  desiccating offocts and t h e i r  occasional violence. 

ages they have opposed an obstacle to the voyages of s a i l i n g  vcssols bound f o r  

northern ports. 

F O ~  

I t  is not uncommon during tho season of these winds to see hundreds 

of sa i lboa ts  waiting at the island of  Tenedos f o r  a sh i f t  of tho breeze enabling them 

them to en ter  tho Dardmolles. 

Ar is to t le  advanced the curious idea that the otoaians aero caused by the, 

melting of ice and enow i n  more northerly regions,  supporting this  view by the fact 

t h a t  the winds subside a t  night  when melting also coages. Another ancient notion 

about the etesians was that they caused the annual overflow of the Nile by blowing 

the mater upstream. 

A glance a t  a modern map of normal barometric and wind conditions i n  

summer Over Eurasia w i l l  show that  these northerly winds form part-of the 'Iclockwisc'! 

c i r c u l a t i o n  of air around a vast  anticyclone cent ra l  over tho caskern North Atlantic 

and also par t  of the "counter-clockorrisd c i rcu la t ion  around a center of -low baro- 

metric prossuro over southwestern Asia. They thus fo rm an extension o f  the north- 
eas t  trade winds Ghat border the anticyclone, and are par t  of  the c i r c u i t  o f  winds 
around the Asiatic " 1 0 W "  that ,  to the southward, cons t i tu tes  the southwest monsoon 
of Indian seas- (All rights reserved by Science Service) 
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