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CEOS S ING DOLDRUMS 

One of the old problems of sa i l ing  ships in voyaging from the northem t o  

of calms variabla winds separating the tvro trade-mind belts-at tho point where 

th i s  intemodiatc zone Was narrowsat. Captain Dtztpior, n r i t ing  at tha closo of thct 

Current Charts," showed tha t  the doldrums are narrower on the American side. 

were prompt to  t&e the h ln t ,  and i t  became customary t o  cross on the western s ide  

Snflors 

of the ocean9 despite the previous bad reputation of the neighborhood of Cape st. 

%que, where some transports were l o s t  i n  the eighteenth century. 

me l i m i t s  of the doldrum8 are, however, subject t o  great and rapid v a r i b  

tione, nus i n  a given longitude they may be as much as 500 or  600 miles wide for 

days together, and then f o r  a time be invaded t o  such an extent by the t rade winds 

tha t  they are almost extinguished. Mauky wrote of t h i s  bel t :  Itwe f ind  that within 

cer ta in  boundaries it  i s  continua,lly chmging place tn]. l i m i t B a .  This fact  is  abundant. 

ly proved by the speed of shipe, whose log-books show tha t  i t  is by no means a rare 

occurrence f o r  one vessel, a f t e r  she has been dallying i n  thsjhofdrums f o r  days, i n  

thr: vain e f f o r t  t o  cross that .calm be l t ,  t o  see another corning up to her !hand over 

f i s t , ?  with fa i r  Mnds, and crossing the b e l t  a f te r  ti delay i n  i t  of only a few 

hours instead of days." 
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