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TI INDIAN MONSOON -- 
Unlike the t rade winds, which have been known t o  mariners only s ince  the  

days of Columbus, the monsoon of the  Indian seas, which blows p a r t  of each year i n  

one d i r ec t ion  and oart i n  the  opposite d i r ec t ion ,  has been u t i l i z e d  in sailiilg. voY- 

agae from remote an t iqu i ty .  

a s s i s t a d  co rnmica t ion  by sda batmaon the h i d i t e r r a n e m  rdgiOn and southarn Arabia, 

tha Persian Gulf, India and Ceylon, f o r  a t  ths E d w m  Of the  yoar (May to  October) 

Long bsfore  thr? advant of steam thd monsoon g r e a t l y  

\ 

blows from oas ta rn  Africa to  the  Malabar coast; r h i h  thd i o r t h o a s t  monsoon, blon.. 

ing from Octobor t o  Apri l ,  coinciding with couther ly  winds in  t h a  Straits of B&-&. 

Mandeb .and th2 s o u t h a n  Rzd Ssa, favorod thi. r c tu rn  passttgc. 

Tho Phoenicians usod the93 winds at  an w r l y  pJr iod  i n  t rading with t h o i r  

coloni2s on tha Pers ian  Gulf, and the Gr33ks msre familiar with th3m at l o a s t  a6 

far back 5s tho t i m J  of Aloxandm. Ths f i rs t  Gr,:& ssmm t o  turn thd monsoon to  

i t s a l f  was of t en  cnllGd Hippalus i n  antiquity. 
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