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A W A C  iP&THER PIXEDICTIONS 

Goverment bureaus f o r  f o r e t e l l i n g  the weather are a modern invention-.. 

the oldest  were founded a f t e r  the middle of the nineteenth century--but the almanac- 

makers have been at t h i s  job f o r  centur ies .  

"best  sollors.11 

Almanacs h&vc always boen among the 

They a r e  cheap and they contain information that everybody wants. 

Some of t h i s  i n f o m t i o n ,  such as tho data  ro la t ing  t o  the calendar, is usually 

accurate and re l iable .  On the other hand, the avorage alIIhtnac of the old-fashion& 

as solemn truth. All the weather predictions i n  the almnbc fa l l  i n  t h i s  cntogory. 

Science has not ye t  dfssovored any method of preiiicting the weather accw- 

a t o l y  ond dof in i te ly  f o r  more than a fsw days i n  advance. 

meteorologists o f  good s c i e n t i f i c  ettznding who boliovo tha t  i t  is possible t o  form 

a general idoa of the prauail ing weather of future  somons i n  c e r t a i n  parts of the 

There w e ,  t o  bo sure,  

world on the basis of vtwious t e r r e s t r i a l  or cosmical phenomena, and i n  601110 cBS06-- 

notably i n  India--long-range. weather forecas ts  have bocn issued by o f f i c i a l  i n s t i t u -  

t ions i n  accordanco with t h i s  idea; but i n  all sucli crzscs the predictions of 

d i s t a n t  mathor a r e  phrased i n  very general terms and h8vo nothing in common with 

the day-to-day predictions of the almanacs. 

Some a l m n m - m ~ k c r s  doubtless f o l l o w  a f a n c i f u l  syetem of foracasting, 

which they thornse1voa beliove to be G O U R ~ ,  but many or most of thoso long-rmgQ 
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