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POCR RICHAUD! S" WiATHER PRIDICTIONS

Though Benjamin Franklin was the leading American fcientific men of
his day, and though his mest consplcuous quallty was common sense, he adhered,
in his famous Poor Richardis Aimanack, to the nonsensical custom of ineluding
weather predictions for the whole year. This paradox is, however, sasily
sxplained. More than 'once,Ain the almanac iteclf, ho indicates clearly that
his woather prodicting is all e joko. Thus in the preface to the issuo for
1737 ho sayss |

tAs to the woather, if I was to fall into the methed my brother.
Jemera—e--n gsometimes uses, ani toll you, 'Snow hero or in Now England,!.
fRain hore or in South ('sz:olinel,z 10old to the northward,! 'Warm to the
southward,! and the like, whatovor orrors I might commit, I should be somothing
morz sacurs of not boing detected in them. Put I consider 1t will be of no
sorvico to o.nybodl.y to know what weather it is 1,000 miles off, and
thercfo.r? I always sot down positively what weather my roader will have, be
he whora he will at the tims. Wo modastly dasico only ths favorable
allowanca of a day or two baforo and o day or two after the precisc day
ageinst which the weathor 1s set, and if it does not come to pass accordingly,
lot th: fault be leld won the printer, who,!tis very ilke, moy have
tf;mspoe’cl or misplac!d it, porhaps for the convenicncy of putting in his
holidays.!

In tho almanac for 1738 "Mystriss Saunders! tells us that, in the
gbsenco of her husband, vwhose prodictions for the yoar contalnzd a
suparrbundance of foul waather, sho has scattzred hiore and thire "some fair,
plecasant, sunshiny woeather for th: good women to dry th2ir clothes in.!
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