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By Charlees Fitxhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

d i s t a n t  per iods of the  year. 

cribed are sometimes c a l l e d  'key days. If 

!?%e days t o  t h i s  p x g n o s t i c  cha rac t e r  are asc 

many languages. 

twelva days beginning with Christmas po in t s  t o  that Of a corresponding month l a t e r  

i n  tha  year; 

According t o  t h i s  t r a i i i t i on ,  t h  wsathar preva i l ing  on aach of the 

Christmas i tself  showing tha wsather SOT Januitry, and so on. 

The not ion  tha t  rain c r  d.ry weathar on S t .  Swithinls  Day (July 15) i s  a 

S i g n  of similar weather f o r  tha  f o r t y  days following belongs t o  the mme order of 

idaas,  and so does tn3  Candlamas Day supa r s t i t i on ,  mhich has become the Groundhog 

Day joka i n  America. !I313 fol lowing protrorbs belong t o  t h s  sama category: 

Where th$wind i s  on Martinmas Eve, t he re  i t  w i l l  be  f o r  the rest of the 

"$t. Stephenre D a y  windy, bad f o r  next yearis grapes." 

"Easter i n  snow, Christmas in  mud; ChriRtmns i n  snow, Pas t e r  in mud." 

Tradi t ions c0naernir.g key days a r e  n o t  based on any meteorological theory, 

however crude. They are  merely surv iva ls  of a supe r s t i t i ous  age whan a l l  events 4f- 

f ec t ing  the welfare of mailkind were bel ieved t o  Itcast t h e i r  shadows before thai." 
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