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TME WATER OF A 'R1ATERSPOUT 

In his  c l a s s i c  goem the ttLusiad,tl first published i n  1572, the Portwguese 

poet carnoens describes a waterspout that he encountered off tl?e.coast of Africa 

1 puzzled at this observation, which he does not attempt t o  exglain. 

l&~ny l a t e r  observers have t e s t i f i e d  to the same e f f e c t ,  't3enjamin Franklin 

helped make the subject familiar by publishiw Bn ac,COUnt of a s a i l o r  who was at  

the helm of a vessel when a Spout broke over him, and rho s ta ted that the water 

t b t  ran i n t o  his mouth m d  nose " tes ted per fec t ly  fresh." Other s b i l o r s ,  however 

b v e  been drenched r i t h  s a l t  wster f rom a waterspout. 

O f  course we know today that the chief v i s i b l e  feature  of a Platerspout i s  

a cloud, condensed from the a i r ,  and therefore consistine; of f resh  water. 

also, that when a spout collapses Sornethine i n  the nature of a cloudburst 

We know, . -  , P 
"3 

often occurs1 owin4 to the sudden downfall from the clouds above of water drops 

previously held a l o f t  by the vortex, and th i s  water is  necessarily fresh.  

a spout churn5 u& 8  rea at amount of sdrw from the surface of the water at its 

However, 

sgrw, i n  the Case of an Ocean waterspout, coneista of salt water and may consti- 

tute a large W't of the delWe that falls upon a shig i n  an enoomter with one of 

these se& tornadoes. 

Thus the water d i s c k r g e d  upon the vessel  may be f resh ,  brackish or salty,  
according to CirCUIIlStanCet3. 
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