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TH3 CALLING 2 THX SEA 
^_L 

I)n B r i t i s h  coasts a murmuring o r  roaring noise of the ocean sometimes 

hear$ several  miles inland during a balm i B  known a8 "the cal.ling of the Sean 

is generally regarded as a s ign of windy or  s t o m y  weather, thcvgb opinions as t o  

i ts  meaning apparently d i f f e r  f r o m  one locality t o  another. Probably this i s  the 

sound t o  which Tennyson alludes when, i n  describing the death of Enoch Arden, he 

says: 

and 

Ifmere came so loud a c a l l i n g  of the sea 
mat a l l  the honuue in the haven riWgElf 

I n  h i s  recently published book about sailors? superst i t ions,  Dr .  Angel0 

S. Rappoport brings togethar a number of similar notions about sea Sounds and t h e i r  

supposed significance as waather prognostics. He says: 

"In Bri t tany when the sea is singing on the shore or at the foot  of the 

c l i f f s  they say that it  is b r a y h g  l i k e  an ass; 

the sound of the wavw and pratend tha t  from i t  they can predict  the weather a we& 

fishermen l i s t d n  a t ten t ive ly  to 

ahead. A t  St. Malo when the 

approach of northeast winds. 

i s  heard from the west i t  is 

aea emits a ringing sound i t  is supposed t o  predict  the 

Scot t ish f i shemen say that  if the Bong of the ma 

a sign of f i n e  weather. English s a i l o r s  c a l l  the plain- 

t i v e  sound coming from the sea ' t h e  c a l l i n g  of the sea, I and wh,en:.it is  quite clear 

it is supposed to  predict  bad weather. Fishermen on the Moray F i r t h  c a l l  the sound 

of the waves I the song of the sea,) and pretend that if  this song comes from the eas t  

it i s  a sure sign that  an eas t  or southeast wind w i l l  soon begin t o  blow. 

sound come from the bar of Banff i t  is a sign that  an eas t  wind is  coming." 

If a long 
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