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-- DE'!! PONDS 

V e  have no waters t o  de l igh t  

Only the dew pord on the height 
Our broad and brookless vtal,ee .-e 

Unfec?, t ha t  never f a i l so l !  

Thus wr i tes  Kipling of the once mgsteriolre a r t i f i c i a l  ponds on t h e  e m i t s  

of the English Downs, where sheep and c a t t l q  f i n d  Water i n  dry weather when none cm 

be had from wells and springs i n  the  valley8 belowr These h i l l t o p  pools are said to 

explain why Jack and Jill went up the h i l l  -- r a t h e r  than down -- t o  f e t c h  a p 4 . l ~  of 

water, and the o ldes t  inhabitants e11 agree w i t h  the poet t ha t  they *never't f a i l ,  

However, most  of them did  f a i l  t o  hold water during the dry summer of 1911. 

As t h e i r  name implies, the ponds are popularly supposed t o  be f e d  by dew. 

Unfortunately f o r  t h i s  hypothesis, a water eurface, because i t  cools very l i t t l e  at 

night,  is about the poorest possible condenser of dew. 

t ions  much b e t t e r ,  receives only about an Inch or so of dewfall a year in England, 

according to  actual measurementg, while a den pond may lose tha t  much or more in 

Even vegetation, which func- 

twenty-four hours through evaporation and consumption by c a t t l e .  As the ponds a r e  

on b i l l t o p s  and as r a i n f a l l  generally increases with elevation, they doubtless gather 

more rain+ on an average,than do places of lower altitude. They have, homevar, &q 

undoubtzd tendency t o  maintain t h e i r  water l e v e l  during long ra in loss  periods, BO 

they must be fed  f rom some source other than dew o r  rain, 

The mystary of dew ponds was solved some years ago. The ponds a ro  a l l  
near the coast. During tha c h i l l y  aa r ly  morning hours a f t e r  a h o t  emmer night eea 
mists r o l l  UP Over the h i l l s  and sa tu ra t e  t h a i r  tops, bu t  not the valleys,  depositr  
ing a l a rgs  quant i ty  of water caught by vegatation growing around tho ponds, The 
proa35s is known as 'tfog-d3'ip,fF and is the s e m  one tha t  e q l a i n s ,  f o r  axample, why 
beans f lou r i sh  along the foggy coast of Cal i forn ia  during e l m o s t  ra in loss  summor 
weather. 
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