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----._I- WHERE SOME OF THE RAIN GOES 

While p a r t  of the r a i n  t h a t  fa l ls  upon the e a r t h  flows off  d i r e c t l y  t n t o  

re turned  t o  the atmosphere by e v a p o r a t i o n , . e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  t h r o w h  the  agency of 

vegeta t ion ,  a t h i r d  p o r t i o n  p e n e t r a t e s  the lower l e v e l s  Of the 3011, where i t  feeds  

the g r e a t  s t o r e  of underground water that forms the  perennia l  supply of streams and 

lakes, sp r ings  and wells. 

soon reaches a l e v e l  at  which the  s o i l  i s  Completely aAtUrated. 

I n  i t s  downward course through the  s o i l  t he  r a i n  mater 

The surface of t h i s  

s a t u r a t e d  zone i s  known as the “water tablet1 o r  !‘water p l ane , ”  The depth of the  

water tabze below the ground v a r i e s  widely from one region t o  another ,  and i t  also 

v a r i e s  from time t o  time i n  any one l o c a l i t y ,  m l n l y  i n  response t o  f l u c t u a t i o n s  of 

r a i n f a l l .  

is a swamp o r  marsh, 

water table normally l i e s  hundreds o f  f e e t  below the  su r f sce .  

A l o c a l i t y  where t h e  water t a b l e  co inc ides  wi th  the surface of t he  ground 

A t  the  oppos i te  extreme, there  a r e  a r i d  req ions  where the  

Below a depth of about s i x  miles i t  is supposed that, on account of the 

weight of the  over ly ing  rocks,  there  a r e  no pores  o r  c a v i t i e s  i n  which water could 

col lect;  hence the Underground waters  of the emth are a l l  be l ieved  t o  be above that 

l eve l .  According t B  Prof.  C. S. S l i c h t e r ,  the t o t a l  quant i ty  o f  Underground water 

is about 565,000 m i l l i o n  mi l l i on  cubic y a r d s , ’ o r  near ly  one-third the amount of 

water i n  the  oceans. 
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