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4 CROWN I N  m -- - SKY 

Now that  the long nights of winter are  a t  hand dwellers in  the northern 

United Statqs and in  Canada may hope t o  see, when neither cloud8 nor moonlight 

prevent, displays of that  weirdly beautiful  phonomanon of the earthcs upper atmosphere, 

the auropa. If they are excaptionally lucky they W i l l  witnoss the relat ively rare  

phasa of t h i s  spcotaclo known as tho “corona,” o r  auroral crown; formed ~ h s n  the 

luminous b o a s  converge toward a point South of tho s m i t h  i n  a gorgocus c f rc lo  

f lamo.  Hero is  the way a distinguished student of the aurora, Sophus Tromholt, 

reports one of these displays: 

llIn every direction the wholc alry is covered with bunches of streamers, a l l  

of which point t o  the magnetic zenith and transform the vault of heaven into One 

gigantic, lustrous canopy, the beauty of which no Pen Can describe, no brush depict. 

A l l  marvelous naances of color of the rainbow contribute t o  ornament the vault. 

Here i s  the tender green of the emerald, the grand purple of the ruby and the cham- 

ing blue of the e a n h i r e ,  a l l  blended together i n  a thousand shades. Here gambol a 

flock of yellowgreen flames, and there mighty p i l l a r s  r i s e  as i f  t o  support the 

luminous dome, while yonder the sky is covorod with a transparent drapory shot with 

red, behind which dazzling white stroamu?rs stand forth.  

For R moment tho glorious, luminous vault remains thus i n  majestic beauty. 

I t  i e  tho auroral corona. 

Thon the 

Supporting arches trcmbla and fa l l ,  tho f a i n t  light-clouds ramalning i n  the southom 

sky vanish, and the aurora rocodos into tho northarn &y.# 
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