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MORE SIQ SOUNDS 

Reference was recently made i n  these notes t o  the "call ing of the seal1 

and other sounds made by the ocean that  figure i n  European folklore as weather 

signs. 

from "The i'iellfleet Oystermanll i n  h i s  book "Cape CQdI!; 

Simi la r  prognostics a re  mentioned by moreau. The following passwe i s  

' . . . . , ! I  a sudden loud sound f rom the sea, as if a large steamor wore l o t t i =  

off  steam by the shgre.... The o l d  man said that th i s  was what they cal led tha 

f r u t , l  a peculiar roar of the sea before the wind changes, which, however, he 

could not account for.  He thought that  he could ta l l  a l l  about the weather f r o m  

the sounds which the scpL mado. 

"Old Josselyn, who came t o  New England i n  1638, has i t  among h i s  Woathor 

signs that Ithe resounding of the sea from the shore and m u r m u r i n g  of the m i n d s  in 

the woods, without apparent mind, shsweth wind t o  fo l low. ' "  

Probably the physics? basis, 80 far as there is any, of these idsas about 

ma noiees i s  that ~ounda of a l l  kinds carry fa r ther  with the approach of a cyclonic 

storm; par t ly  because the temperature of the air becoma more uniform with incroae- 

ing cloudiness and humidity. 
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