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BRITISH SNOWFALL 

Occasionally the Br i t i sh  I s l e s  experience big snOW8toms. One i n  southern 

England at &pistmas, 1927, pi led up a foot of snow over a wide area, with d r i f t s  

up t o  20 f ee t  deep in  some places, dislocating road and ra i l  transport t o  an extent 

unknown f o r  more than a generation. 

Generally speaking, hqwever, snow is much less  frequent and abundant i n  

the ielands than most people suppose on t h i s  Side of the Atlantic, where o w  imr 

pressions on the subject a re  drawn from the many Snoopy Winter scenes that f igure in  

Brit ish l i t e r a tu re  and pictures. Snow falls on 15 t o  30 days each winter i n  

Scotland and at high levels i n  England, but at l o w  lBVelS i n  the eouth and mest the 

average is lese  than 10, f a l l i n g  t o  5 in southern Ireland, where snow rare ly  l i e s  

on the ground, and 3 i n  the Sc i l ly  Is les ,  where it  never lies. 

Snow is a poss ib i l i ty  between ear ly  October and ear ly  Mwr but rare before November 

and a f t e r  March. On Ben Nevie, the highest Br i t i sh  mountain, snow f a l l s  i n  a l l  

months and totals 170 days a year on an averagae 
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