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-___I SOME NESDICD CLIMATIC =A 

m e n  an engineer wishes to  describe the performance of an aiwconditioning 

and air-cooling p lan t ,  as i n s t a l l e d  i n  a theater,  public bu i ld ing  o r  the like, he 

s t a t e s  that the Ifeffective temperature1I has been maintained at a cer ta in  point. 

does not describe the s t a t e  of the air i n  term3 Of Ordinary temperature, as read 

from'a thermometer, because t h i s  datum is a poor indication of indoor comfort. 

l a t t e r  depends upon the cooling gower of the air, which is controlled by three 

things -- temperature, humidity and air movement. The effect ive temperature is 

Supposed to  express the combined effecte  of these things on human sensations of 

comfort. 

He 

me 

The effect ive temperature is usually obtained by f i rs t  reading a ther- 

mometer, a hygrometer and a wind-gauge and then referr ing t o  a %omfort chart,!! but 

instruments have been devised f o r  measuring the cooling power of the air d i rec t ly .  

One of thase, the katathermomater, has b e m  i n  use f o r  many yaars. 

the frigorimeter, invented i n  Switzerland, is sa id  to  be more accurate and convenient. 

A newer one, 

Travelers, health-seekers and many other people who consult s t a t i s t i c s  of 

Climate generally wish to  learn, above a l l ,  whether the atmospheric conditions that 

n 0 W l l y  preva i l  at a cer ta in  time and glace a r e  comfortable. 

is not furnished by temperature records, s t a t i s t i c s  of atmospheric comfort ought t o  

be - and probably soon w i l l  be -- included i n  climatic l i t e r a t u r e ,  f r o m  which they 

Since t h i s  information 

a r e  now conspicuouely lacking. 
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