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_I-- SNOW CRYSTALS 

Snow c r y s t a l s  a r e  i c e  c r y s t a l s ,  bu t  they are probably not  formed by the 

f r eez ing  of l i q u i d  water, as a r e  the c r y s t a l s  t h a t  compose many o ther  k inds  of ice . .  

They a r e  supposed t o  be condensed in  s o l i d  form d i r e c t l y  from the i n v i s i b l e  water 

va?or i n  th3 atmosphere. 

snow c r y s t a l s  alwqs have s i x  s ides  o r  S i x  p r i n c i p a l  branches. 

shape of t h i n  -Jlates, with o r  without rays,  bu t  some are columnar and y e t  o thers  are 

combinat ions of p l a t e s  and columns 

AS wabr c r y s t a l l i z e s  i n  the  hexagonal system, per fec t  

The majori ty  take  the 

Ifme forms of snow srysta1s,I t  s a p  D r .  Gustav Hellmann, 'lare r a r e l y  not iced  

during such a snowfall as one observes at the e a r t h l s  surface. I t  is only when it  is 

just beginning t o  snow i n  calm air  and when the c r y s t a l s  f a l l  on dark objec ts  that 

one d i s t i n c t l y  recognizes t h e i r  shapes, Sometimes Without the  a id  of a magnifying- 

g l a s s i  This s t age  is the most fzvorable  f o r  microphotographic work, but it does not  

las t  long. 

1Q1e. crystals become mors numerous and of ten  reach the ea r th  i n  a damaged 

As the state, s ince  they have co l l i ded  with one anothor i n  t h e i r  downward passage. 

fall of snow becomes denser, a number of c r y s t a l s  csmbine i n t o  a conglomerate of 

c r y s t a l  fragmants, forming what i s  c a l l a &  tt tsnowflakel. 

most  f requsnt  fo rm i n  our snowfalls,  while i n  the  p o l a r  rsgions the individual  

The l a t t e r  fs by far,  the  

c r y s t a l s  are somewhat more common." 
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