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NORTH SEA FLOODS 

me recent  g r e a t  f loods  on European Coasts and r i v e r s  r e c a l l  memories of 

the far worse d i s a s t e r s  of th is  character t h a t  occurred at i n t e r v a l s  during the  

middle ages on t h e  shores  of the North Sea. On November 12, 1099 , a v i o l e n t  storm 

a t  high t i d e  f looded the  coasts of Holland and -land as far south as Kent. me 

loss of l i f e  was ev iden t ly  very g r e a t ,  bu t  t he  s ta tement  of t h e  ch ron ic l e r s  t h a t  

100,000 persons were drowned would be more convincing if we d i d  not f i n d  e x a c t l y  

the same es t imate  made i n  connection wi th  severa l  subsequent floods.  

On November 17, 1218, anothor  storm f lood is sa id  t o  have takQn 100,000 

l i v e s ,  while two months l a t e r  one is c r e d i t e d  with a des th  t o l l  of 36,000. h o t h e r  

flood wrought vas t  des t ruc t ion  i n  both England and Holland on October 1, 1250, 

January 1 6 ,  1362, a storm f lood  drowned 30 pa r i shes  i n  Eastern Friesland.  and 

On 

Schleswig and gave the  F r i e s i a n  I s l ands  t h e i r  present  form. 

a great f lood  broke Over F r i e s l and ,  Holland and England, i n  which 72 towns Were 

On Noveaber 1 9 ,  1421, 

submerged and 100,000 l i v e s  are said t o  have been l o s t .  

Zee f i n a l l y  reached i t s  present  form. 

I n  t h i s  storm the Zuyder 

A similar d i s a s t e r  on April  10, 1446, if3 

aga in  s t a t e d  t o  have drowned 100,000 P o P l e .  

( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved  by Science Service,  Inc.) 

--_-"------ 
SCIENCE SERVICE , 
21s t  and B %ts., 
Washington, D.C. 


