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EXPLAINING WNUSU.4L1f TEATIFER 

A t  the present  moment a popular Scapegoat f o r  anything t h a t  appears t o  be  

wrong with the weather is radio broadcasting. I n  the d W S  Of our grandfathers  and 

great-grandfathers a f a v o r i t e  one was ra i l roads ;  and there  have been others .  

w p i c a l  of the voluminous l i t e r a t u r e  i n  which f a n t a s t i c  not ions on t h i s  

subjec t  are embodied is a pamphlet published i n  London i n  1879 by an author  who 

s igns  himself fQbservator.lt 

writer assumes -- but  does not  think i t  necessary t o  prove by quoting any s o r t  of 

It i s  e n t i t l e d  '+The Weather and Climatic Changes .~~ me 

meteorological records -- that c e r t a i n  changes had taken p lace  in  B r i t i s h . c l i m a t e ,  

These he a sc r ibes  i n  p a r t  to  the increasing consumption Of gas and coal ,  and i n  p a r t  

t o  Itthe f r i c t i o n  and disDlacement of the  air caused by constant locomotion over 

20,000 miles  of railway.11 In  support  of his views lm ''would c i t e  the comparatively 

unchanged charac te r  of the cl imate  i n  the nor th  of Scotland, where railwaF and gas 

only p a r t i a l l y  e x i s t ,  and tha humidity and enormous rainfall i n  Glasgow and neighbor.. 

hooQ, where these inf luences are l a rge ly  developad. fi 

Other writers of the same period bel ieved that the weat ler  must be' a f fec ted  

by the large quant i ty  of water vapor supp3,ied t o  the air by locomotives, while o the r s  

thought that the spread of s tee l  rails over the world influenced weather through 

d i s tu rb ing  the e l e c t r i c a l  s t a t e  o f  the  atmosphere. 

had the  happy insp i r a t ion  of a l a c i n g  a c t u a l  weather statistics s ide  by s ide  with 

f i g u r e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  railway development. 

None of these theor izers ,  however; 

Of course the advent of r a i l roads  had just as much e f f ec t  on weather as 

had the  advent of radio -- absolute1.y none. 
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