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QUESTION? ABOUT THE AURORA 

mough a l l  of the  many accura te  mmmremmts  of the aurora ,  made by photoc 

graphic  methods, i n d i c a t e  that t h i s  beautiful phenomenon is  confined t o  very  h i @  

l e v e l s  of the atmosphere, desc r ip t ions  of a u r o r a l  diSPlaJrs extending nea r ly  o r  q u i t e  

down t o  t h e  earthls sur face  mul t ip ly  from yea r  t o  Year and many of these come from 

i n t e l l i g e n t  and Yainstaking observers.  SO i t  i s  with the  ques t ion  of a u r o r a l  sounds. 

me bulk of s c i e n t i f i c  opinion regards the no i ses  occas iona l ly  repor ted  i n  connectj.on 

with such d i sp lays  as pure ly  sub jec t ive ,  but  many conscient ious observers  i n s i s t  to 

the contrary.  

Recently Jmes Halvor Johnson, who s t a t e s  t h a t  he has  seen low-level 

au ro ras  and has heard the a u r o r a l  sounds i n  Alaska, publ ished i n  a l l  the p r i n c i p a l  

newspapers of that t e r r i t o r y  and the British Y&on Ter r i to ry  an appeal  f o r  r epor t s  

o f  observat ions bear ing  on the two quest ions at iesue. 

a r e  embodied i n  a p m p h l e t ,  which f u r n i s h e s  an  impressive mass of evidence i n  behalf  

The results of t he  inqu i ry  

of Mr, Johnsonla s i d e  of the  quest ions.  L e t t e r s  from profess iona l  men, government 

o f f i c i a l s ,  school-teachers, prospectorp,  e tc . ,  conta in  c i rcumstant ia l  desc r ip t ions  

of d i sp l ays  seen aga ins t  sone f e a t u r e  of the landscape as a background, or ,  i n  some 

cases ,  a c t u a l l y  enveloping the observer.  

a u r o r a l  no ises ,  described as %wishing, 

Equally numerous are the r epor t s  of 

%rackl ing,  If l t ru s t l i ng ,  If etC. 

I t  appears t o  be the gene ra l  opinion among well-educated r e s iden t s  of 

Alaaka and tho Yukon that, though low-level and audib le  a u r o r a l  d i s p l w s  are un- 

common, they do sometimes occur. 
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