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''J!RO ST I A N A ~ ~  

A most e n t e r t a i n i n g  o l d  book devoted t o  

i s  e n t i t l e d  IProst iana;  o r  a His tory  of the River  

a v a r i e t y  of co ld  weather themes 

Thames i n  a Frozen S ta t e ,  with a n  

Account of the Late  Severe F r o s t ,  and the Wonderful Ef fec ts  of F ros t ,  Snow, Ice and 

Cold i n  England and i n  Different Parts of the World; In t e r spe r sed  with var ious  

Amusing Anecdotes. To Which is Added the A r t  of Skating.'! , I t  is da ted  1814 and the 

title-page informs us that i t  was p r i n t e d  and publ ished on the i c e  o f  tha  River  

mames during the  Itfrost fairu of that year ;  the last of these fairs h e l d  f o r  many  

c e n t u r i e s  whenever the  r iver  was f r o z e n  over. 

To mention only one i tem of the  ex tens ive  bil l-of-fare provided by this 

book, one chapter  t e l l s  of the Itfrozen market at St .  . Petersburgh,'I he ld  i n  a v a s t  

open square conta in ing  the  f rozen  bodies of thousands of animals p i l e d  i n  pyramidal 

heaps,  toge ther  with b u t t e r ,  eggs, e tc .  We read: 

"The f ish are a t t r a c t i v e l y  b e a u t i f u l ,  possess ing  the  vividness  of t h e i r  . 

l i v i n g  c o l o r  with the  t r anspa ren t  c l ea rness  of w a x  imi ta t ions .  The b e a s t s  p re sen t  

, a  far l e s s  p l eas ing  spec tac le ,  most of the  larger sort being skinned and c l a s sed  

according t o  t 'neir spec ies .  Groups of many hundreds a r e  seen p i l e d  upon their  h ind  

legs aga ins t  one m o t h e r ,  as if each were making an  e f f o r t  t o  climb over  the back of 

i t 8  neighbor. Had an enchanter18 wand been instantaneously Waved over  this s e a  of 

animals during t h e i r  d i f f e ren t  act ions they could no t  have been f i x e d  more decidedly. 

Their  hardnsss ,  too, is SO extreme that t h e  n a t i v e s  chop them up f o r  the  purchasers  

like wood. I! 
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