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of rainbow l i g h t ,  i n  which, f o r  a shor t  time, I l ived  l i ke  a dolphin.'+ 

John Burroughs ( m o t h e r  shining example), t r i e s  t o  s e t  Thoreau right i n  the 

At l an t i c  Monthly f o r  July,  1920. 

t i on  about rainbows he turns h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the phenomenon of the ''sun drawing 

water,n and concludes with the statement: 

of J igh t  proceeding f rom those opening8 i n  the clouC?s, as If the sun wers just  be- 

After imparting a good deal of scrambled inform& 

Vha t  the explanation is of those spa&cs 

hind them, when i t  i s  so f a r  away t h a t  i t s  rays t o  human eyes would seem p a r a l l e l  

with one another, I do not know.'! 

matter dp i n  a treatj.De on atmospheric op t ics t  
d id  not even suspect the existence of such works. 

But Ruskin beats  them al l .  
COPY of h i s  book IQhe StorwCloud of the Nineteenth Century," i n  which he raves ahout 
a portentous +tplague-cloud, I t  accompanied by a t e r r i b l e  "plague-viid, I t  that  he sup 
Poses t o  have preva i led  f o r  some twenty years i n  Europe; t e l l s  US hcm the winds have 
acquired the h a b i t  of Iki8singn instead of ewhining,Il and so  on, throw$ hundred 
end f i f t y  dr ive l ing  pages. 

Apparently it  never occurred t o  him t o  look the 

I t  i s  t o  be feared, indead, that be 

No museum of imbecili ty i 8  complete without a 

The world i s  indeed f u l l  of a number of things, 
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