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- 1?3 FLOiURS 

I f  yoii v i &  to  annoy a meteoro lcg is t ,  ask him the  meaning o f  the term ttjc<, 

f lower." The d i c t i o n a r i e s  ignore t h i s  term except as a emonym of the ex?ressiolI  

" i c e  f e r n , "  sometimes g iven  t o  the  p a t t e r n s  reseffiblintl: vege ta t ion  seen i n  f r a s t  

d e p o s i t s  on window-panes. 

ago as ths  ycar  1863 t o  the  f i g i r e a ,  like hix-Tetaled blossoms, seen when a of 

l i g h t ,  s en t  through a block of i c e ,  f a l l s  upon a, screen; these fi,gures be in3  duo to 

the  meltizlg of c r y s t a l s  i n s ide  Vne block. Many desc r ip t ions  and p i c t u r e s  of i c e  

The term was, however, appl ied by John Tyndnll as 1 0 ~ s  

f lowers ,  i n  t h i s  ecnse of tils term, have boon published s ince  Tynda3.1 f i r s t  wrote 

about  them, and many f i n e  phctographs of them iravta burn made by Schoent jes ,  i n  

Belgium, by Bent ley,  i n  Ameri(:a., and othars .  

Unfortunately the  earae term has bcen ap?lic-d by dozens of w r i t e r s  t o  the 

c l u s t e r s  of fern-like h o a r f r o s t  o r  rise somet ims  formod i n  very cold weather on 

t h e  froze.2 sur face  of a, l ake  or other  body of water .  Many p i c t u r e s  of thoso forma- 

t i o n s ,  also, have been publlfhed, including some frora th.e po lar  regions,  7Fhei-e 

they viere found on sea ice .  

3.W. Eilgard., i n  h i s  book "Soi l s , t1  app l i e s  t h  name to a s i l v e r y  viro-lilrct 

o r  leaf - l ike  fo rm of i c e  that  s o m t i u e s  energt?s from cracks i n  the s o i l  o n  cold 

n i rh ts .  A recent  magazine a r t i c l e  t r a i i s f e r s  the  na!ne t o  the mysteriom i c e  f r ingee  

O r  r ibbons found on the  dead stems of d i t t a n y  and occa6iona,lly of o the r  plants .  

Lot ue hope ve s h a l l  not hea r  of m y  more t o t a l l y  d i s t i n c t  killils of " ice  
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