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Recent p re s s  r e p o r t s  of diEplayS of St.  %lmors fire on vesse l s  i n  sm 

Francisco harbor  were accompanied by V’ne statement t h a t  similar d i sp lays  were seen 

there  before  the  d i sa s t rous  earthquake of 1906. Vhether or not the statement was 

true i t s  obvious impl ica t ion  was sheer  no:isense, as there i s  no couceivable physical 

connect ion between St. Elmots f i r e  and earthquakes. 

This so-cal led IlfirelI is a f i r s t  cous in  of l i p g t n i n g .  I t  is an elec-  

trical d ischarge ,  l e s s  v i o l e n t  than a l i g h t n i n g  flash, proceeding from pointed,  el@- 

vated  ob jec t s  i n  which an e l e c t r i c a l  charge hae bean acquired by i-iduction owing 

t o  the  passage of stronggly e l e c t r i f i e d  clouds o r  ma~ses of air ovefhead. The 

discharge i s  upual ly  accom-nied by a h iec ing  o r  craclclillg moise. This sound i e  

o f t e n  heard i n  the  daytime when the l i g h t  i t s e l f  i s  inv i s ib l e .  

St. Elmo’s f i r e  may occur before ,  during ox a f t e r  thunderstorrm, but  i t  

is aleo seeE, i n  t h e  &Fence of thunder and l i gh tn ing ,  when rain, snow o r  h a i l  is 

f a l l i n g .  

and a discharge o c t x ~ r s  betTeen then ad. pointed ob jec t s  near which they fall. 

I n  rmch Cases the f&lling drops o r  p a r t i c l e s  are s t r o n g l y  e l e c t r i f i e d  

On 

mountalils the phenomenon i s  e s p e c i a l l y  common during snomtorms. 
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