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- A -- l?OIW:Ul -- LUNAR R.AIX3OW 

Lunar rainbows (oeen opposite the moon i n  the sky and not t o  be confused 

with halos and coronas surrounding the moon) a r e  usual ly  rather f a i n t  and show l i t t l e  

0s no color.  Occasionally the colors  are b r i l l i a n t ,  but the appaarance of a dis-  

t i n c t l y  colored primary lunar rainbow surrounded by a secondary bow, a l so  shoving 

color,  is a very r a r e  event. This unusual spectacle was witnessed on Jul$ 9, 1930, 

in  Jackson Hole, Vyoming, by F. M. Fryxel l  and Karl gent. The former Writee: 

",The great arch gradually deepened i n  intensi ty ,  its outlinee and colors  

becoming s t r ik ingly  d i s t i n c t .  Meanwhile a secondary, outer  bow came i n t o  exis tence, 

i t s  colors much p a l e r  than those of the primary bow, br ightes t  near the horizon and 

fading out toward the croet ,  

compared favor&ly i n  b r i l l i a n c y  and d is t inc tness  of coloration with the magnificent 

Solar rainbows we see 80 frequently i n  these mountains folloming aftOTAOOn th.Udfjr- 

A t  the time of i t s  m a x i m u m  i n t e n s i t y  the  primElrY bow 

storms. 

splendor Impossible t o  describe s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ;  the most impressive nocturnal 

In i t s  night s e t t i n g  the double lunar  minbow formed a scene of awesom 

spectacle  I ever witnesaed. 11 
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